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Editor’s Note: The Caucasus Mountains, 
especially Chechnya, has seen much war and 
bloodshed since 1994, when separatists tried to 
declare independence. The evangelical church 
in the Chechen capital of Grozny was decimated 
due to the conflict. Yet there is another side of 
this region — where God is at work through His 
people, and bringing glory to His name. 

By Rev Victor Levashov
SGA-Sponsored Church Planter 
Maisky, Russia

Keep your behavior excellent among 
the Gentiles, so that in the thing in 
which they slander you as evildoers, 
they may because of your good 
deeds, as they observe them, glorify 

God in the day of visitation (1 Peter 2:12).

 Living about 60 miles from Chechnya in 
a neighboring region, I can testify that it is a very 
unstable place because of constant war and terrorist 
bases located there. The majority of its people are 
Muslim, and many hate Christians in general because 
of what they were taught about the Crusades. Yet as 
Christians, we know the importance of prayer, and 
there is now a fragile peace 
in Chechnya. In addition 
to our prayers, we also 
seek opportunities to serve 
communities in this region. 
As a result, the attitude 
toward Christianity in 
general is changing.

Invited Into the Prisons

 Recently, we were 
able to visit Chechen 

The Other Side of The Caucasus

The Other Side of The Caucasus 
  Page 1-2
Peter Deyneka, Jr. (1931-2000)
A Tribute
  Page 3
News and Analysis
  Page 4
SGA in the 1980s
  Page 5
Pray for SGA-sponsored
Bible Schools
  Page 6
Canadian Connection
  Page 7
How You Can Help   
  Page 8

In This Issue:

Continued on page 2



prisons, and these visits surpassed our greatest 
expectations! We made prior arrangements with 
prison officials, and as a result, an armed patrol met 
us at the border and escorted us to the village of 
Chernokozovo, where the first prison was located. 
We brought along athletic gear and office equipment 
to help improve the living conditions of the Chechen 
prisoners. While there, we were allowed to preach and 
sing Christian songs with the inmates. 

 There were two members of our ministry 
group that especially could relate to the men whom 
we were visiting. Nikolai had been imprisoned five 
times. During his time in prison, God called him and 
he has become a zealous minister. Nikolai shared his 
testimony and sang several songs, which testified of 
having criminal pasts, 
repentance, and the 
mercy of God —each 
song written by fellow 
prisoners. 

 The other man, 
Alim, came from another 
traditionally Muslim 
nation in the Caucasus 
region. Because of his 
background, the prisoners 
listened intently as he preached to them about 
Christ. Overall, our time at the prison went 
well. The prison leadership and prisoners 
thanked us for spending time with them, and for 
the kind words we spoke to them.

Finding Favor and Glorifying God

 Next we went to the chief prison in Grozny. 
Again we were surprised by the warm welcome we 
received there. As we met with the warden, who held 
the rank of colonel, he began to tell us about his life, 
and we realized why he respected us. He had been a 
militiaman in Kolyma during the Soviet years when 
there was an effort to ban religion. At that time, 
Kolyma was a place of exile for political and religious 
people. According to the warden, the behavior of 
Christian believers made a lasting impression. 

 “The political prisoners often protested against those 
in power and didn’t keep their quarters clean. When 
spring came, they didn’t care to maintain the roads, 

so there was a muddy mess instead. The Christian 
families under my control were different. I was never 
met with a hostile glance from them. The families 
were orderly. They dressed modestly. When spring 
came, they cleaned the streets and there was no mud. 
Others began to follow their example and helped. 
Eventually the village became exemplary in Kolyma. 
The godly example the believers set impacted others 
that lived in the village with them.”

An Unexpected Honor

 At the end of our meeting, something very 
unexpected happened. The colonel’s secretary came 
in with an award that the colonel presented to us. The 
award was for “Input into the Correctional System 

of the People.” He shook our 
hands and then thanked us for the 
ministry of our churches. 

 Earlier, we had the opportunity 
to visit a women’s prison in 
my home region of Kabardino-
Balkaria. We have visited 
that prison several times. The 
leadership of the prison consented 

to our making 
further visits 
there, but 
they said 
they needed 
a letter from 
the Chief 
Commander. 
So we visited 
the chief 

office in Nalchik, only to have them declare that they 
needed a letter of agreement between national prison 
authorities in Moscow and our church leadership. 
That means it is necessary to get a paper signed by 
the Baptist Union of Russia and the chief prison 
administration in Moscow. Such are the bureaucratic 
paths to get permission. If God wills, the doors of the 
prisons will be opened. Our leadership is now trying 
to get such a letter in Moscow while we wait and pray. 
At the same time, we do not lose time and visit people 
in other prisons.

 I thank all of you who support our ministry, 
both prayerfully and materially!
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The colonel presents the award to Victor Levashov
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 April 7, 1975 — yet 
another landmark day in 
the history of Slavic Gospel 
Association. Staff and guests 
had gathered together for 
the mission’s annual dinner, 
when founder Peter Deyneka 

announced that he would be retiring after 41 years at 
the helm. Then he introduced his successor. 

 “A stronger, younger man has been 
appointed. He has been an SGA missionary for 
17 years. He has served in many capacities. He 
loves the Lord and has been used marvelously by 
Him. The name of the new general director will be 
the same as mine, but the face will be younger.” 
And with those loving, torch-passing words from 
his renowned father, Peter Deyneka, Jr. assumed 
what became the 
presidency of 
SGA, which he 
held from 1975 
until his retirement 
in 1991. 

 Peter Jr. 
officially joined 
the SGA staff in 
1958, and the following year worked as a village 
missionary to Russian Aleuts in Alaska. After two 
years, he moved to Argentina to teach at SGA’s 
Russian Bible Institute, serving as director for 

15 months. While in South 
America, Peter also served as 
a radio missionary over HCJB 
in Quito, Ecuador, and then 
at HLKX in Korea, preaching 
by radio to Siberian Russians. 
In 1965, he returned to SGA’s 

U.S. headquarters to serve alongside his father as 
assistant general director. 

 Peter Deyneka, Jr., led SGA in days of 
momentous change. It was hard to foresee in 1975, 
but the communist Soviet Union would only have 

16 years of existence left. Peter Jr. and the SGA 
team pressed ahead helping churches to reach 
Russians with the Gospel, preparing the way for 
the days when working openly in country was 
possible. Under his leadership, SGA moved to new 
headquarters in Wheaton, Illinois, where the radio 
ministry was expanded and a missionary training 
center was established. 

 Through film and broadcast, Peter Jr. told a 
growing national audience about the great spiritual 
harvest waiting to be gathered in Russia. Prayer 
efforts were launched, humanitarian aid to the 
Eastern Bloc increased, Bible training opportunities 
were expanded, and more SGA international 
offices were opened. And in 1989, the miraculous 
happened, as God brought the Berlin Wall crashing 
down — answering the prayers of the Deyneka 
family and millions around the world. Tons of 
Russian-language literature was sent immediately 
to churches. In 1991 the Soviet Union broke up, 
ushering in a time of unprecedented freedom for 
churches across the lands of Russia, and for Western 
Christians to help their brothers and sisters proclaim 
the Gospel.  That same year, Peter Deyneka, Jr., 
retired from SGA and 
he and his beloved wife, 
Anita, launched a new 
ministry, Peter Deyneka 
Russian Ministries, 
based in Wheaton, 
Illinois.  The Lord 
exceedingly blessed their 
new ministries across 
the former Soviet Union.  
Then in 2000, Peter 
,Deyneka, Jr. went to be 
with the Lord  after a short battle with lymphoma. 
Yet his legacy remains with us, as does the legacy 
of his father, our founder. And by God’s grace, the 
legacy will continue until our Lord returns in power 
and glory.  In the meantime, Peter, Jr.’s widow, Anita 
Deyneka, continues to provide leadership for Peter 
Deyneka Russian Ministries in the Commonwealth 
of Independent States. 

Peter Deyneka Sr. with his son 
Peter Deyneka Jr.

Peter Deyneka Jr. with his 
beloved wife Anita

Peter Deyneka, Jr. (1931-2000)
A Tribute
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Federation Council Speaker: A Hard Life 
for Russian Children

Azerbaijan: New Religion Law and 
Punishments in Force

What’s at Stake for Christians

What’s Happening What’s at Stake for Christians

andAnalysisNews

 In remarks prepared for International 
Children’s Day on June 1, Russian Federation 
Council speaker Sergei Mironov decried the 
conditions in which a growing number of Russian 
children find themselves. “[A child’s life] is fearful 
and hard. There are some 2.5 million homeless 
children in Russia. Two million children are 
subjected to beatings in their families and 50,000 
of these children run away from home, with 25,000 
of them disappearing forever.” Mr. Mironov added 

that there are 500,000 “invalid” 
children in Russia, and most 
parents have no funds for their 
treatment. “These bleak statistics 
make one ponder if [numerous 
reforms, programs and laws] 
have achieved that much.” 

 

 Despite concerns raised by evangelical 
church leaders and human rights groups, a 
new repressive religion law came into force in 
Azerbaijan as of May 31. The law was approved 
by the president earlier in the spring, and creates 
new “offenses” and penalties for violations. The 
troublesome provisions include forcing religious 
groups to undergo a third round of re-registration.  
It includes bans on publishing,  importing or 
distributing religious literature without state 
permission and prohibits conducting religious 
activity outside of the religious group’s legal 
address, plus restrictions on religious education. 
One parliament member who voted against the law 
said, “The new religion law will limit people’s rights 
to freedom of conscience – that is clear.” 

 This report from 
Russia’s ITAR-TASS news 
agency is heartbreaking to 
read. Since the Soviet Union’s 
collapse in 1991, economic 
and societal upheaval has 
made things very difficult for 
many Russian families. In 
addition, state-run orphanages and children’s homes 
often lack adequate funding to properly care for 
the children in their charge. This underscores the 
importance of SGA-sponsored children’s ministries 
such as Orphans Reborn and the many summer 
camp ministries, where needy and forgotten children 
hear the Gospel and experience the love of Christ 
through caring church workers. Pray with us for the 
resources needed to help Bible-preaching churches 
increase their outreach to the next generation.

 The re-registration clause of this law is of 
great concern, as the potential exists for previously 
registered churches to be denied re-registration. The 
tightened restrictions on literature and education 
will make reaching children with the Gospel more 
difficult, in addition to draconian restrictions on 
evangelism in general. According to Forum 18, the 
law violates international standards in several areas. 
Parliamentary deputy Fazil Mustafaev believes that 
public pressure might result in the issue being re-
examined, because the public is unhappy with the 
way religion is being controlled. Please continue 
to intercede in prayer for our brothers and sisters 
in Azerbaijan as they lift the name of Christ amid 
growing state persecution. 

What’s Happening
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1980 . . . SGA launched a new Russian-language 
radio ministry called RADAS (Radio Academy of 
Science). The program was intended to “present 
the truth of God to scientifically oriented Soviet 
citizens. A year later, a “Jr. RADAS” designed for 
Russian youth began to air. 

1981 . . . On December 13, the communist 
government of Poland instituted martial law in 
an attempt to crush political opposition. In many 
ways, this landmark event helped lead to the 
eventual collapse of the Warsaw Pact. In 1982, 
SGA responded to the crisis in Poland after the 
government permitted the mission to bring relief 
supplies into the country. SGA’s representatives 
at the time delivered boxes of food, clothing and 
medicine to strategically located evangelical 
churches. They reported, “The churches are packed 
. . . the United Evangelical Headquarters in Warsaw 
has received requests for 10,000 children’s picture 
Bibles. Everyone wants a Bible. It’s a golden 
opportunity . . .” 

1982 . . . SGA aired the mission’s first nationwide 
television special, “U.S.S.R — A Nation in Search 
of a Soul.” (Alternate title “A Land Without 
God.”) This would be followed ten years later by 
“Perestroika’s Children” following the collapse of 
the Berlin Wall. 

1984 . . . As part of the 50th year jubilee for SGA, 
the mission established 
a special $5 million 
Christian Freedom Fund. 
The purpose was to reach 
Russian-speaking people 
with Christian truth, 
focusing on five areas: 
Bibles and Literature, 
Theological Education, 
Radio, Spiritual Relief and Evangelism. 

SGA completed the first Russian-language 
production of the first two Theological Education 
by Extension (TEE) courses — a Christian doctrine 
study based on Romans and Galatians, and a class 
in personal evangelism. In addition, SGA began 

the Bible Seminary of the Air, designed “to give 
Russian Christian leaders the Bible training that had 
always been denied them.” 

Also in 1984, SGA/Germany-Bibel Mission was 
formed under the direction of Johann Pauls. This 
partnership would later prove to be of great import 
after the Soviet breakup, when it became possible to 
serve Bible-preaching churches in-country. 

1985 . . . Mikhail Gorbachev became president 
of the Soviet Union. Mr. Gorbachev would 
later become famous for glasnost (openness) 
and perestroika (restructuring), his policies for 
reforming the communist system. Under his 
leadership, political freedom was increased, and 
restrictions on churches and individual believers 
were relaxed. The decades-long Cold War also 
came to an end after a series of summits with U.S. 
president Ronald Reagan. Ultimately, Gorbachev’s 
presidency would end with the collapse of 
communist rule across Eastern Europe (1989-1990),  
and the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

SGA’s New Zealand office officially opened in 1985 
with Ken Hunt serving as chairman. Peter Deyneka 
had visited New Zealand in the early 1970s, and 
the Lord used him to create a significant interest 
in the ministry of the mission. SGA/New Zealand 
contributed significantly to the translation, printing 
and distribution of Robert Laidlaw’s evangelistic  
book, “The Reason Why.” 

1988 . . . After seven decades of atheistic 
communism, Soviet authorities allowed public 
celebrations for the 1,000th anniversary of Russian 
Orthodox Christianity. They lifted the ban on 
importing Christian literature, making it possible 
for SGA to deliver a half-million Russian-language 
Bibles to the country. 
That year, SGA received 
more than 15,000 letters 
from people in the 
Soviet Union asking for 
spiritual help, compared 
to only a few hundred 
letters two years earlier.

SGA During the 1980s . . . 

Peter Deyneka, Sr. on SGA’s 
50th anniversary

Letters by the score



 Across North America, you can tell school 
time is near by the “back to school” ads in the 
newspapers. It’s “back to school” time across the 
former communist world as well, including the 
five  SGA-sponsored seminaries and three Bible 
institutes. And the eager students are ready for the 
fall term that begins this month. 

 This year is especially exciting as the new 
International Bible Institute of Ukraine (UBIU)
begins its first term of classes in Odessa.  This 
strategic new training school is intended to prepare 
missionary evangelists, pastors and church workers 
to reach the Muslim nations across the former 
Soviet Union.  It is a joint effort of the Baptist 
Union of Ukraine, Odessa Theological Seminary, 
and SGA. The initial enrollment includes students 
from seven countries. The Master’s College and 
Moody Bible Institute have also agreed to allow 
transfer credits for their students who wish to study 
at IBIU. 

 The importance of 
receiving biblically sound 
Bible training cannot be 
overstated. Minsk Seminary 
graduate Sergei Konyshev, 
now an SGA-sponsored 
church planter in Belarus, 

believes the teaching he received was vital for 
his ministry. “I realized that anyone who wants to 
preach the Gospel to people in the modern world 
needs to have a definite level of knowledge, which 
coincides to the level of education in our society. 
Teaching the Bible systematically reaps good 
results. If the pastor teaches the church, the church 
will do the same while reaching out to other people 
in the community.” 

 Please pray for the faculty and students 
of our schools including Irpen Biblical Seminary, 
Odessa Theological Seminary, Novosibirsk 
Biblical-Theological Seminary, IBIU and Minsk 
Theological Seminary as they begin or resume their 
studies this fall. Pray also for the resources needed 
to keep these schools operating at their needed 
capacities. 

Odessa Theological Seminary

Minsk Theological Seminary
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Pray for SGA-Sponsored Bible Schools

Novosibirsk Biblical-Theological Seminary

Irpen Biblical Seminary

Sergei Konyshev
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Director, SGA Canada
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Humanly speaking, travelling from 
Smokey Lake, Alberta to Quito, 
Ecuador, by way of Chicago and 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, does not make 
sense, but that is where the Lord led 
Stella Jarema and used her musical 
ministry for His glory. In Chicago, she 

worked in the SGA US and travelled with Mr. and Mrs. 
Deyneka and had a musical ministry as a vocal soloist. 
In Halifax, she was the radio soloist for the “People’s 
Gospel Hour.”
 Returning to her ministry with SGA, Stella 
accepted a short-term ministry assignment with 
missionary radio station HCJB in Quito, Ecuador. 
Although her father was in failing health when she 
left home, the Lord graciously allowed Stella to return 
home to be with her father before he went to be with 
the Lord. The Lord used that short-term assignment 
to confirm for Stella that this was a new direction and 
calling from Him on her life. With Peter’s help, she 
raised her support and went to San Jose, Costa Rica, 
where she studied Spanish for six months. 
 In 1966 Stella became a full time SGA career 
missionary secunded to and working with the Russian 
department at HCJB. Stella had the privilege of 
recording solos, duets and trios in Russian, Ukrainian, 
Spanish and English.  During those years in Quito, 
Stella was involved in general office work and recorded 
thousands of musical features that are still being 
broadcast today. Reflecting on those years, Stella 
remembers them as some of the happiest and most 
fulfilling years of her Christian life. The SGA and the 
HCJB family became her family. After serving there 
for twenty three years, Stella returned to the SGA 
US office in Wheaton, Illinois. In 1989, when SGA 
Canada opened its own office and Rev. Robert Irvin 
was appointed Executive Director, Stella moved to 
Mississauga to work in the office and minister in music 
in local churches and conferences. Margaret Presley, 
who also worked in the SGA Canada office at that time, 
recalls Stella as being a wonderful, warm lady who 
had the gift of hospitality and whose stories of life and 
ministry in Quito were a special blessing.
 Reflecting on her years of fruitful ministry with 
SGA, Stella, like so many others, remembered Peter 

Deyneka, Sr. as the one whom the Lord used to set 
the course and passion of SGA. Peter had a burden 
and vision for the Ukrainian and Russian people 
who emigrated from the “old country” and settled in 
communities across the USA and Canada. As a result 
of that burden, Slavic churches were planted and 
established in Smokey Lake, Vegerville, Glendon, 
Edmonton and Calgary.
 In the overview of her ministry with SGA that 
Stella provided as a basis for this article, she wrote, 
“I’m very grateful to the Lord for SGA and its ministry, 
for those who were instrumental in introducing and 
leading me to the Lord, Jesus Christ. As a result of Mr. 
Deyneka’s first visit to my town, one by one, members 
of my immediate family have come to know the Lord.”
 Stella and her home church were one of scores 
of young men and women and churches into which 
Peter Deyneka poured his heart and passion. Somehow, 
in a day when travelling was much more arduous and 
communication was done through letters and telegrams, 
Peter’s preaching and personal one-on-one interaction 
were greatly used by the Lord to bring many to saving 
faith in Christ and a clear sense that the Lord was 
calling them to serve Him. Although Peter Deyneka was 
better known for his public ministry of preaching and 
coordinating all night meetings, Stella is one of many 
in whom Peter took a special interest and encouraged to 
serve the Lord and take Him at His word, Call on Me 
and I will answer you and show you great and might 
things that you do not know (Jeremiah 33:3).

Ministry Schedule:
September 13 – Thornloe Crossroads Baptist Church – 
Thornloe, ON
September 20 – Purdy Evangelical Baptist Church – 
Combermere, ON – MW
September 21 – SGA Canada Board Meeting
September 24 – SGA US Board Meeting – Loves Park, 
Ill.
September 25-27 – SGA 75th Anniversary Celebration 
– Moody Bible Church – Chicago
September 28 – SGA International Meetings
September 29, 30 – SGA Pastors’ Conference
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U.S. Board of Directors
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Dr. Robert W. Provost, President
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Michael Nichols
Dr. Robert W. Provost
John Zielonko
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Evangelical Council for
Financial Accountability

CrossGlobal Link
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SGA Partners . . . Making a Difference Together

Help Plant New Churches Across the Lands of Russia

 From generation to generation, Russian-speaking people are desperate 
to know God’s truth. Yet most have never heard the wonderful news about the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the eternal salvation that only He can provide. 

 Because of decades of communist 
oppression and the vast size of the former 
Soviet Union, most towns and villages in 
Russia and her neighboring countries have no 
permanent, ongoing Christian witness. That’s 
why planting new, doctrinally sound Bible-
preaching churches is key to winning the lost 
— city by city, town by town and village by 
village. 

Your partnership will help reach Russian-speaking people for Christ

 All that we do at SGA — from sponsoring church planters . . . Bible 
training . . . provision of Russian-language Bibles and Christian literature . 
. . to sponsoring youth ministry and children’s workers — is done with one 
goal in mind. And that goal is seeing lost men, women and children saved. 
It’s crucial to increase the number of evangelical church congregations so that 
this can happen. To do that, we must prepare, equip and support the faithful 
churches, pastors and workers as they proclaim the life-changing Gospel. 

 Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness to the kingdom work 
of Christ. 

How You
  Can Help

Thank you!
Please return the 

enclosed reply form 
with your gift.

To make your gift by credit card, see reverse side. >Your gift can 

help pastors 

like Victor 

Levashov reach 

the lost for 

Christ!

o  Allan, here’s my gift to stand with Bible-preaching churches across the lands of

  Russia. I’m enclosing  $_______. (11000)

o  Here’s my gift to help print the Faith to Grow On children’s Bible. I’m enclosing $______. (52200)

o	  I would like to stay better connected! Please e-mail me with periodic ministry updates,

  key prayer requests and needs. (4401)

o	 Sign me up to be part of SGA’s special e-mail Prayer Team. (4403)

o		 My e-mail address is:_________________


